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Source: Morris JN, Fries BE, Mehr DR, Hawes C, Philips C, Mor V, Lipsitz L. (1994) MDS Cognitive Performance Scale. Journal 
of Gerontology: Medical Sciences 49 (4): M174-M182. 
	  

Not severely impaired (0-3) Coma (5) Severely impaired (4) 

2 or 3 

0 1 

Not totally 
dependent 

(0-5) 

Totally 
dependent  

(6,8) 

Impairment Count (number of the following):  
- Decision Making:      Not Independent         (1, 2, 3)  
- Understood:              Not Independent         (1, 2, 3, 4) 
- Short-Term Memory: Not OK                       (1)  
Severe Impairment Count (number of the following):  
- Decision Making:      Moderate Impairment          (3) 
- Understood:              Sometimes/Never               (3, 4)  
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